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JREAND OPERA SIt

Not One
Single
Society
L eader
at the
Opening

Nioht
af the

Rcademy

of
Music
Last
Mondau.

*nther too early
'® year for the
alar  opera-goors'
w.is the sltck and in-
genuously  untenable
exouze made at the
Apademy of Musle
Mondny nlght for
the Lighly entertaln-
ed, but excessively
unfnshionnble audi-
ence. “Rather too
enrly In the year for
the regular  oper-
goers!” Ha!l Ha! Ha!
And may I alse
hasten to add *“He!
He! He!" Tt was
ratheér o nent wny of
putting It, I thought.
It was, moreover, A
sgomewhat nedessary
wny. For, of course,
Colonel Maplesot,
who las lknocked
abont the world for
80 mAny years, knows §
Just as well as yon
know, and I kndw,
that the ‘‘potrons"
of the Metropolltan
Opern Housze, who '
Ygupport” Ttallam
opern 80 Iavlshly
c4ara nabout ns lnm:
for It Intrinsienlly aa
they care for the
horses  that  they
pretend to look nt
annnally during the
evor-pdvertisad  dls-
play at the Madlson
Square Garden.
It would not hiave
done for Colonel Ma-

pleson to have made uiy tdshly seasoned  “hreak.t Iv wnu.‘m_ Linye
been madness for him  fo say boldly  that he  intended  (nfering
to: the musle lovers of the Ameprean metropolis  rather than

to the “soclety’” Indles who alt aspound the horseshoe at the Metro-
politan for the sole purpose of disploying thelr Biucewan bists. and theie
dlamond porons plasters.  Aud, of conrse, hope really dbes spring eternnl in
the human breast; The plucky lmpresaple suny Have elierisheld n/secrer con-
fidence that some audaclonsly ecosnteic Snol would fn this fincenven tlonl
1800 actunlly dare tn stavtled gociery by appearing lu fuil vig Sl war paint
at the Aen:l:-mr—jnst ane stcme'u throw Trom Thicd avenie, \mhm: 15 1m-
possihle nownduys, Plis n:l;_.m iy, bitr—they dou't,

And 80 the etense was “Rather toa early In the geny for the rezilar
opern-goers' —Just a8 ¥onr grover miight say to you, “Rather oo early In
the year for newly cunnel vegetables.” The aegnmant is perfectly nnan-
swerable, and ita teatly s dellghtfnfy  obvions: to all those  who have
matehed’ the aobsuplly hysterient and toanely wemuslenl trpnsports that the
eostly season ot the Metropolitnn [nvackibly evokes. Tn Néw Yark mnsic
haz s seagon. The emotione thdal skugh o genninely convinelng opera. as
FALNA" aronsesenn only be tondhéd at o gertaln thwe, In pocsrrain place;

and by people Wik recpive fabinlons sulgiles.  Ahd wpeh, music 1s nol for
the common herd, It 1s dend ng zoon A 10 nedes the vieidity of “Chimpl
avenuel It could never floucish dun Third avéuue. Thivd pventie, Hulegd!]

How low, low common, h-m gross, and how - poye riy-strigkesn the meps e
Eotitids!

The whole fruth 18 that the gilded season of apern it the .‘Ja-arnpn:!mn
Opern Honse-—fo which eallow yoithe refercns Now York's erowning glory-
hns deterforated 1o the mere lovel of the Horse Show at the Madison Square
Garden. I might, perlinps, more jli-irlll.n‘m) suythat It hnsbeen elevated fo the
splendld pluneele occupled by the Horse Show, Nobody will be  rjdienlons
enough to tell me that soclety goes to the Morse Show to #ee iy lorses,
and I don't think tliat noyvboly would e sl enougl to nssect fhat so-
elety goes to the Metrdpoliian @peva Honse o Leir theopedi. Thal woull
be expecting too much of New York sootety, slieli is o wealk, lIlHlp.ni nnd
gycophantic reflacilon of Enrapenn helstoeracy.

The people who love mhsie will nll bé with Colonel AMapléson ot the
Academy, and the stigmni of Third avenue will not affeer thém in the
lenst, Rut those who don't dove wmusie, and. swho, go ta the Metroppiltan
‘Opern Honse to show their worldly feivols, and dust os much Beshoas the
Inwy of Indecency will permit, will not go vene (b Apadomy. “Tag enrly
In the son for the regnint operi-goers” Wion't you know. The ellght-
til performance of “AldW Mondng ufght weg heard by Nighly pospeetalile
people, In clean evening dregs—nicely washed nnd vlvely cotulisd, Tley et layved
it immengely—there was not the leagt dould aboul that—dnd  theseby
branded themselves gk eterfiglly nnwarthy  of sdmiltnoce to the golipn
daors of the Metropolitan, giugrdeld so jeatoiisly by !hv gl EFi. of piuk
tens nnd yellow dli’uwr-;. and blue gormans.

The Metm]mﬂtnn\()mm House 1s nothing in the worlr.l bnt 1 am'oil elub,
1o belong to which means o wellregulated asplmtion for socinl distinetion.
With your box ot the Metropolitan yon can snnp yonr ingess at the yulgar
berd. You are ricli; you are pampersad, and you belong fo the “lejsnre™
glusses. Thers never wus a mope mogulficent Institnlion than. this Metro-
polltan Opera Hougs, Tt 15 the very Ao of everythibg  patrielan s
contrugted with everytlilng plebeian, Tt 18 the veby quiljiessencs, tt‘le sal-
urnted solutlon af snobbery, and beeause opnru hippens to e glyvan there—
Inatead of bull fights or gladlntorial cémbats—the “patrons' of the hotise
wish us 1o belleve that they are lrreveeably addietpd. 1o opera—*glven
properly.’ It 18 the eaper to go fe the Metropolltan Opera, Honse,  And
how well Messra, Abbey, Schoeffel and Grau knew the guilibitily  and
the snobbery of New York!
‘bly vulzar, more primitively and barbartenlly, mde ihan the  diagrams
m‘t]w 9rn3rnmm.es showing where the varlous. dinmonds codld be saen,
and Indieating the names attachad totba nude Hosoms on ylewd

Yet little soclety reporters-and roporter-esses hueried about” the Acads |
‘ .ény I quest-of swell names for thely lals of “Afithng mw‘nrmrnh" 1
be subiime |

Aldn’t blame:ithem in the léast. It 3/ difienlt o roallze hit

pmkm of m\uﬂr hias Qegenerdtid Tuto o fH, 'a common ol n vehiele

walutlhnarles.
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Could anything have been:more {nconcetva-

‘ _ for the exhibitlon of sordld hueriy, & fartory tlint breeds anmreliisty, ufzd;

Cingilde dlinnd uubedinmoned mu-

 statemont-
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“THE OPENING OF THE OFERA,” BY A. B. WENZELL.

on the 8tage, and ltg ntmosphere
uf Brody thickiy apporent every-
wlherp. He has actoally dared to
insinnate that apera; in New
York s not synonymous with
the Metropolitn Opera Honse
He will #Sod out iz ‘mistale.
If His seagon proves to be sae-
cogsfnl—ak I rlclly deserves to

Ogden Goelet,

AD. Juliliard,

Geo. Peabody Wetmore,
John Jacob Astor,

Heber R, B

'SOGIETY LEADERS WHO WERE NOT THERE.

Mrs. lsaze Liawrance,

James A, Roosevelt,
. (Mrs. Jas. P. Kernochan,

d'venvres gl antespetEs—wiint
does’ sle khow  alopt Alem?
) Nor does glis proppde te wodr
4 Mer didmonils fnd (dlplay her

W. C. Whitney,
Adrian Isalin, Jr.)
RT. Wilsan,
Hanry A C. Tayler,

ehedt protector Tur nrilsts wia
Wiy br Hot b phe gl hing
—for what  loeg  Blhe.jinow
ahent, thim? Yon can't trifle
with sueh cut-nud-dricd ) eas:

ishop,

do, Al gl bope (FOwWilE do-- E. Dyer, Jr., Buchanan Winthren, Rerry Belmont. AlL you jeans do i5. to -iloss
de il diseover that 1t 1s not  Edward Cooper, Mrs: William:Astor, W, D, Sloane, thiu over aith the inoonse-
::I.?Ei;ll Lo -is h!-l[’ﬂiﬁhll'l'i: to New  H. McK. Twombly, Wiliam F, Blirden, Elbridgs T. Garry, 11qeu1l:|11il ‘;l:'_\'t-ur of . ‘wud
rork, but gonale, and that tlie ol ol ) JoMe Wit thit voulver.

SRR i "pim trony G- G Haven, Adrian Tsalin, Cisgrpe S, Bowdoin, . e brtions Dé: The INTDtEa:
mpsic  yawus very Oh‘;l.nllﬁl_v. Mrs. A. P, Stokas, Jehn E. Parsons, A T. Van Neat, politan Opern Bouse selllonne
Soclery. seavengers will let him  Corneiips Vanderbilt, Mizses Ogden, William K. Vanderbilt, | take Colonel Maplessn's wond
sovorely alone. Dainty little  Cornellus N. Bliss, Thomas: Hitebeoek, Henry Clews, for it thai gt b= hrought

Brovies nbont acenes ot the opery
will never be woven drovml the
Avadsmly o Musle, Opern: 18
Impossible §n the Achdemy of
Musin,  Notblug ‘bot copymon,

Levi' P. Merton,

D. 0. Mills,

S, D. BEabcock,

A, L. Barber,
< Mrs, Robert Abbe, %

W Sew:&d
Mra. H. Mo

sl epn oyer .'Iu_lph for heuring
thieme. '

Silly people will say.to me,
Tpszke, and Hdouard de Reselesand Novdlen, and oll the other sprzbiods
who, by thelr presence ln New York, malke up d eollectlon of sengbivds
thint covtot e cqualled n the plvilixed wWorld?? Sy peaple. will ik ke
thitt, and welte letters HGe that, T unhestfatingly assert: thap 1f BT
and Calve, and e, de Reszke, and Bdodard  Je “Heszki, ind Nordica, ns-
snnited other - names, and Joinedl Colonel Muplegon at the Acadenty of Atnsle
sotlety woull ‘Eive them the cold shonlder, fnd confront 18 with the same
~“Ratlier topeearly In the senson for tlhie regular operp-goers.”

Al the artists § Bave just wentioned possess blg Buropenn pepiutiatlons,
They have heen: patronized by the arlstocrioy of Furape, of  whidh New
York soclefy 1s a wenk, insipid) and sycophantic reflestlon,  Thes are se
cural neenormons saluvies.  They nre torn sway from London, and Papis,
und Viennn, anid Beriln beeatse the Motropolltan Opera Fonse patrons
cavel the okt expensiys goodd In the minrket, nnd those that they 1l
nob-bBe troubled about criticlsing,  “The admirution of @ krest poople ling gn
extrnordinury power of convietlon,' siys & plillosoplier, “Rven [ts aberra-
tlons It forces with frreslstible t-um-lrfion an oflier nationa” - Then it s
Elcth o sweet sutiefaetion for the 1:.murm of the Metropolitan Opern . Hopse
to know that other natiohs want und can't got the areilsts thit are singing
for thelr delectption! Even the managers af virlety shows know Inartistle
buman nature enovugh to enlinnee the valoe of thelr people by sforles of
the forfeits they Lad to pay to come to Ameries, and w1l that sort of twad-
dle.

Melbn, Calve and the Dv.- Mesxkes stepped, ‘w[-thont the slighitest tronble,
Intd Just the positions 1 New Yotk thot they held) dlsewhers. @ Aud New
York. thpt overdosk evergthing, of coprse mdde It better worth thetr \ymig
ti Hold these posltlons here. Xo nthh'lmi:s off opera nf the lﬂelmpuflmn are
really necesgary. D fiet, tlmr o dlstinet impertinence. 1t woeld be
just m= Idiotle’ to criticlse the Horge Show. Who cares I the Horses ari
teaw or faty black or white, weil: ?.mml or 1ilLred? They are fhe exonse’ for
a fittle onting for: “socloty.!’  Afig at the Metronolitan, who eares for arit-
ielsm? Theee pre o fow world-famons fireworks on. view, and what on
curth does it mutter If the chornses nra lﬂorenl:. ‘the ensembli: mmm.
ong, nnd the general necessories dlmplmted? T nlwiys nmuses tqe“‘tp

spwe:l:éwmlm erities sittiog up, proudly Wnsueﬂnn, at the Memxﬁ:uguq,,

anid to rend thele dry-nsalnst erigloisms o the followinge nm;n Lo
l"m the mﬂr ne who ever reads them. T db It au.t ol.' ﬁn’r wmﬂ
r a«lrmngbm ‘my colleagues. ol

fhe-."
"bArﬂmI;*

M..C, D, Borden,
Mrs. George Henry Warren,

Jehn B: Arcitheld,

“What abowt Melba, and Calve, and Jeay de

___uﬂaﬁéh.‘_"'-
ﬂ g

over arwonderinily Insellizeni
nmd ipntdlidcinally . sympatietic
opera compung: They, will not
tilke ey wol T for in SMMhey
wiil.nop tiike wnrybody’s for 1t
1 thio gl wors #worn 10, by
sudmnstelprs bnon Joetn
evell that woull e
tnre 'n button ehetler

Calvin S, Brics,
Robert Goslet,
J.Plerpont Mc'v:m
Eenjamin Biewstler, .
James L. Higginson,

Webh,
rtirner Brooks.

Cnsufllolent, for the simple peason tlat ooy ll!-‘“
the Maplesou opera 18 good, or'whetlir tho nnplt‘ o oporm 18 b, Tiis
progented oy the Aepdomy of Mushe. It aerives bufore ‘lie Horse Ehow. Ir
Iasn’t n soclery log to skl npons Tlie topuinijon-of lis Srtists mnst, e
rde hepe, Instead of hported, ceady-dinde, nnil these facts are nll dam-
agipg to the ehastisy of 4 fad that, lIlL.r« tigut othir fads) grows: apoce
WL fle TiEnrliuds of 111 werds, Thope B wohing lnabls world so la)
4 A demolish a8 a fid, mnd solien npon ght il Lle entle &ociil stracture
B opearsd and nogrishod, thers js ahisalifely natling to do but bow. down
Befare At or mepil qidekls in JHeanst,  You puys youl money and” you
takips Fonr. choloe,

B0 u, toifle discournged 4t (he ovepwlhiehning P\(‘r‘t“nl‘e of .t‘rs'lunet
Mapleson's “Atdn” e Monday vight oE worlil bave stimplifted wmaters go
mueh if Lv i falled sbeoptly and iresdeemably! - Ir would latve been
ithly ol eridy way ottiof It nll Al diseussions would linve Disn oyolied!
and with the state un-nt thnt “Colonel Mapleson wos londly - hissed for his
_adilndfons effort ta vn;u- with tie Merropolitun Operil Honee™ tlens would
Jiave been nooocension to bark and Bite, We Gonlil dll have tholsht oue
Atle fldnks, Bt we need not Bave pr' oirselves to the trouble of Express.
Ing e Pha suumnmun revival of "Alda’ paves rhe wiy to an Irritat-

Mg debate on the subjeat of real music virsus nrtificlal operd. It is renlly
toa bml‘ too - exasperafing, and Just agiwe are etherglig feom the fatigning
srumpus of o Presidential campalyn; Why did Mopleson come? Wit Tn-
| nead B to aerfve o o thme sweion the smug and npnﬂ'toll(' Heousensiie ¢
gmuml oplilon” was lulllng us Into the belief that the opera ut u;j
Metropalitng wos renlly. ’hc thing, mrni :hut we wers Al “potrons at mn
‘Mﬂmw‘.unn Opera Hohse?™" L
- It'lts gway had wa) wnurmnrﬂlj w:: mmlu all ln llme hmr buen
willfug o fhrget the abilorhnl t‘x‘nd,rtt-r)1 amil thie IncapileseEnt valgaeits of
the Aletiopelitin Opera Hom senson. ‘Dut. um i arnph-ymn. ftehingly pe-
“tivey bobs up sgui with @ deliglonsly couwipetent company: e giyes us
“Alda™ a8 It has nof been:glven for du ades o this city; Al the “apora pa-
‘trons'’ stay apletly awoy, andl we nre 'told thgt it i5 “mither top early Tn
tho xwr for. the Tkt_'llli.t apem-goers ' Now. wiat Is a'fellow (o do undes
reumstaness? - Goodness knows that fhere is nobody fender of a
t anﬁ pel?lﬂl Il.ta.-tm Tamg bur 1 cannor viesw this opfra faree with
' n.px degres o eqnnn.lm & ,I,:ul 1 must "l.\p anudat" Ir‘ It Is too n:urh

“'Mr c S
ﬁﬂl& umw M.ﬂﬁ ﬂﬁ!ﬁ ito- hrluz to thiis mml‘rr S0k un ex-
Yol 1 mw,,muﬂ tier, fnfonr midst without 3 woed
pedd Nl Dur he'didon r!!l‘.“? thlng. A pvmn
out a letier ‘of Fecummendntion s
13 rlol. Mae. Paral brovght pp word
the Colonel she wis :;I!i:.wnﬂ-d BR
chyeklind ar t!t.1t~lh.ex Wi oS Tram
cillers “Gomre from -t "o“ B“‘wﬂ-
nd Just s alhti dp-su(s worn by att
Maplesnn: Shoig Lave Qone vomethitug
v podd e pons “of dolints-to’ tEvy
or ihe. F.ine of Wimbnoton, Dioke

l‘htlum“jm M“"!d*“@)[ illl! m::
B e S R e

| that sealie the world o round,
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wias ot “too early i dhe |

brotight with them Enrapsn

Ing and yelow-tdinner-fag on F.

rentl i the zoclety Jouspals il &

tilent, amil ever retds torset tlie se

ark” had taken ‘to itg ample bessm .

Banaplata-Bam

The obese inoousisiengy of, opgme in N

turnd | by - the- fanatiegl oritles “who havetak

enterod ro the boabostle dea of degending ms

watheniniies, They selpod poti tiele” #ptendld  apport..

Ing noenlt, Deanes thes hpesy fudil well (int tlie supporit 578 o

Wiy have fo Hxed beflafs, ang mo dlusions  whatiosver, It

15 sauy butter reagen  Tor poe [end
Wagner to Woolson Momi, they ark perfestly wilithg ™0y
Oty . theme mast be some good and aristoteaile moison 8 0
thﬂnm-hrﬂ: ro 'thiz poeferenos or 1o 8Dy [0 peforence,

The proeblle. cnn of contse v withoot maste,  Masie fe
sopysnn] sntisfaction.. Dbl b goe ol Gl fife, ong of thr
It fhoge who don't love B
who do, Ausle will appeal Just o= lrd
e el 14 'the lebrinte np it does Yo
o bopn novs, aod not eali
e superior to the Mt
| thes don’t.  lat ns not b

prove to thon that there

Joxs pf

bit woie than thos:
vobietaciy. to e Ymline
The posrer to, appreciy e s
eharitahle, Let us pot say that
Honse Bevonge we love psie ane
Inflrmities - well anlghit et o lapd our physienl perf
nofartonate denf and demh an L My solo grievanre Ix
sElking decopitlon thot (ries to. lthle Iu' ol w Wiy wud oov
thie mecptriclous donble dealitg that arampts o pose wfore
mlrength of & Loliliy; the senseipse *ll)']",".'rlb‘:.' thot saye, 2
Hie yedr for the regnlar opsraaapers™ whon oo gennine oo
o], Why not be Lonekt amd gpen abeiit 108l Why do.
hized soelety Toader Arlse to ““l,_p‘ Ualgnel Mapleson on Lhe Jo)
Win: “We don't wont yoir aad yonr soillusiined, ot down s
of Musle, Wa don't want you, and we wont lgve Fou. W
soap ol tlie fingees Aoyt Fow nrtists; and ronr fine ensetably
foet ehorees: We Lave onr Metropolitan Gpera House, aod w
15 none of yapr besiness, o s onr decrention: ood we glve
eansd 1 b8 the correey thing todo, If anybody enn nvent
secmller nnd mote apropos, we wnnt ;hu't entortninment. A
4
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Mr. (/@enz\éll’s (lever Drawi

Afier Ohnrles Dana Glbson, the arilst wiio Las been most sud
iinstrating Ameriean faskionable Hfe 15 A, B, Wenzell. A very |
collention of llmtﬂls,mf- by Tl entitled: “in Vanlty Fair”” I8 pubi
K. H. Ross=ll & Sonl whe laye done o similas service for (Hhson
guonstons. Thip firsy bge Bévome famous .or Its excelient serles g
ductlons of- work by ‘the best lustmtors.! .

‘rhis book coufnlus Feventy Linlfdous reproductions of Mr. v
Wit drwings, maoy of which wers done cspecially for It In ow
tant respect—ibat-fie Araws preciy giris In fine clothes—Wensell ©
imemiles  GIbgon, bul In others they are very dilferent. Wenz
e nlipost ns pretiy ws Gibson's, and his qoen, i less stalwart,
vuried. You lesri ot oo by the.cover of the book how charmin,
e can dmw.

Coavenwell Intpoducss us o to the most fashionadle soclety in New Yo
oilier piiees; | Hidpeople are seet of the opers, the Horsa Show, the 8
Ipoittns Clulvand [ the pulacesiaf the Fonr Hundred.

1n il jsue af (e Sunday Jonrnhl, on thiz page, you wlltmt:
duttion af oue of M. Weezell's uosi exeellont drawings, th
Wmm; nlght of New ‘i'nrl. & gpern sfison.

Mr, Woengell I @ relidhle gulde to the lizbits &nd appesrane
Cfashiosiable. B shows. mi how they talk at the opeca, "how th
s Waldort and How they qizx oue anotlior at the Hovse Show
wo. VArY deoolleids Tery lmbdsome ang bedytitnlly  dre o0
Jiipve coquettish and arcilein) lnAppeatanes thnn Gibes,"e
undonbrediy members of goad eonietyl . Bk mon, who
(wititie, Bmpe W eTTOnNE- ﬁ'ﬂmwm of Giermins and Ay
elnss ahput fhem.  Tolke Gibsvas men, they ave not

Wug 68 to b r.umi.r met wm.. <



